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In 1989, a visionary group of citizens created an organization that has quietly made a significant difference in Oconee County. By bringing together people and organizations, Oconee Area Resource Council, is able to identify the needs of the community and work to fill those needs by combining resources and services. Our goal is that all residents of Oconee County will live in a healthy, safe and stable environment.
Awareness and prevention of abuse of Alcohol Tobacco and Other Drugs (ATOD) in Oconee County was and still is a foundation block of the coalition. The Council, with the support of Georgia Council on Substance Abuse, was awarded the Drug-Free Communities Support Program Grant in October of 2005.

Since 2005 the Oconee Area Resource Council has conducted an ongoing community assessment. This assessment includes input from students, parents, faculty and staff of Oconee County Schools as well as state and national data on ATOD use and abuse. We have analyzed data collected in 2006, 2008 and 2010. Issues include community norms, policies and laws, available community resources and risk and protective factors. This study allows us to identify problem areas and help us to continue to develop environmental strategies based on emerging trends specific to our community. With this analysis, we can link these strategies to measurable outcomes and continue to positively impact these problems in our community.

This Report will highlight specific areas of progress and concern. The most important piece of information that has been consistently reported by the students is that parent's attitudes and behaviors have the biggest influence on student's choices. Data confirms that parents who take a strong stand on issues such as drinking, using drugs, and high risk behaviors including clear consequences, can make all the difference when a child is confronted with high risk choices.

During these past five years The Council has worked with families, schools and the community in a collective effort to develop goals, institute programs, develop policy and inform citizens. This report reflects a community working together to help Oconee County continue to grow, prosper and create a healthy environment for all.



Ann Hester
Executive Director


To learn how you can get more involved please visit our website oconeeconnection.org
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Oconee County	
Oconee County was established in 1875 and takes its name from the Oconee River. It is located in North Eastern Georgia and is 185.7 square miles. There are four incorporated cities within Oconee County: Bishop,
Bogart, North High Shoals and Watkinsville which serves as the County Seat. The county lies six miles south of Athens, home of the University of Georgia, and is 53 miles east of Atlanta. While it is a rural community with pastoral areas, its proximity to more densely populated areas is significant to its development.

In 1980, the population of Oconee County was 12,427. By the year 2000 there were 26,225 residents. The population has more than doubled in a decade. Currently, Oconee County has an estimated population 33,320. This is a 27% increase from 2000 compared to the 20% increase within the state. 
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demographics

· Estimated 2009 Population 33,320
· 86.4% White
· 6.7% Black
· 3.9% Hispanic
· 3.0% Other                 Census 2009
· Median household income was estimated at $69,835 in 2009 - source Decision Data(2009)
· Percentage of adult High School Graduates 86.7% 	Census 2009
· Percentage of adults with a Bachelors Degree or higher 39.8% - Census 2009
· 71.9% of residents working outside the county
· Oconee county has the lowest unemployment rate in GA at 6.4% - Source GA dept of labor
· Percentage of persons living below poverty 6.9%

- U.S Census Bureau, 2009
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Prevention 
Every fall for the past 9 years Say Boo! to Drugs has kicked off Red Ribbon Week.   A community sponsored event, Say Boo! to Drugs invites grades K-5 to celebrate Halloween in a fun and safe environment while affirming the positive message to be drug - free and make healthy decisions. Students are encouraged to come in costume and trick-or-treat at the Civic Center. Over 30 local businesses and organizations participate, including Northeast Georgia Health Department, the local Sheriff’s Office, the Oconee County Fire Department, University of Georgia and Gainesville State College. Over 500 students and parents attend this event.
Red Ribbon Week continues to focus on prevention efforts and schools participate in a variety of activities. Part of a national 8-day event thousands of schools, communities and drug abuse prevention organizations throughout the country distribute red ribbons to honor Special Agent Enrique "Kiki" Camarena, who sacrificed his life trying to prevent drugs from entering the United States.  Red Ribbons celebrate his efforts and are a sign of the dedication to be drug-free.
After -Prom is an event created when  parents expressed a concern for the safety of their High School children on Prom night.  Prom night can be one of the most dangerous nights in a child’s life. Nationally 5000 teenagers are injured on a typical prom night.  After-Prom has become a tradition and has been successful in creating a safe and fun environment to prevent such a tragedy from occurring in Oconee County. It is parent driven and is supported by many local businesses and organizations.

Our coalition has also implemented fall awareness campaigns targeting marijuana and prescription drug abuse as well as Parents Who Host Lose the Most, a spring campaign focusing on the dangers of providing alcohol to minors.  We have continued to host Town Hall Meetings addressing alcohol use for the past 4 years to provide information and awareness during Alcohol Awareness Month each April. 
 
Under Oconee Area Resource Council’s guidance the City of Watkinsville and Oconee County have added to their Alcohol Ordinances that each new licensee (restaurant or store) will complete a county or city approved alcohol training class before obtaining an alcohol license.  This training is valid for 3 years. Training for Intervention Procedures (TIPS) workshops provide owners and managers of alcohol-licensed establishments with training on the legal issues of serving alcohol as well as how to effectively prevent illegal sales.  Owners and managers also gain information which can strengthen company policies and employees.   
After Prom is an activity that has been offered for several years to high school students and has a broad base of community support.  Students attending Prom are encouraged to remain afterwards to participate in safe and fun activities.  The program is offered as an initiative to reduce alcohol and drug use by students, as well as reducing incidents of DUI and fatal accidents by students.   
Prime for Life, a research-based curriculum, is offered to students and their parents who have been caught with or using drugs on campus as well as students who test positive for drug use on campus during randomized testing.  Class Action, a researched based prevention curriculum, teaches the consequences of alcohol use to high school students.  This Curriculum is implemented in all Current Events classes.
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